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Why we do a census: 
 
Article 1, Section 2 of the US Constitution 

The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years 
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in 
such Manner as they shall by Law direct.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why we do a censusEvery decade since 1790, the U.S. Census Bureau has conducted a constitutionally mandated census to determine the number of people living within the United States and our territories.  These data are used by our nation’s leaders to help make vital decisions on behalf of all residents, including reapportionment and redistricting.  



The Decennial Census 
Uses of Census data: 
• Apportion representation among states. 
• Draw congressional, legislative, and school districts and voting 

precincts. 
• Enforce voting rights and civil rights legislation. 
• Distribute $675 billion federal dollars back to the states. 
• Inform decisions of federal, tribal, state and local government. 
• Inform organizational decisions of businesses and nonprofits. 
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The Census is Confidential and 
Required by Law 

1. The Census Bureau is required to keep information confidential. All 
responses provided on the 2020 Census questionnaire or to a 
Census Bureau employee are confidential and protected under 
Title 13 of the U.S. Code. 

2. We will never share a respondent's personal information with 
other government agencies. 

3. Results from the census are reported in statistical format only. 
4. Records are confidential for 72 years by law (Title 44, U.S. Code). 
5. All Census Bureau employees swear a lifetime oath to protect 

respondent information. 
6. Penalty for wrongful disclosure is up to 5 years imprisonment 

and/or a fine of $250,000. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most importantly, the information we collect from both annual surveys and the decennial census is confidential and protected under Title 13 of the U.S. Code, which prevents Census bureau employees from sharing respondent’s personal information with outside agencies.  	So, we will never share information with immigration or law enforcement.  Even the president of the United States can not obtain any information from the Census that would identify individuals. The results from the census are reported in statistical format only.	In fact, it is a felony for any Census Bureau employee to disclose any confidential census information during or after employment – and the penalty for disclosure is up to 5 years imprisonment and/or a fine of $250,000.Who can tell me how long we keep information from the decennial census  confidential?ANSWER:  72 years, by law (Title 44, U.S. Code).BTW, Any person can request information to prove his or her age or residency, but NO ONE ELSE CAN DO THIS FOR ANOTHER PERSON.***Any questions on Chapter 1***



Timeline for Census Operations in 2020 
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• Update Leave: Mid March 
• Early Nonresponse Follow Up: Early April 
• Nonresponse Follow Up: Mid May 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a timeline for some of our Census operations in 2020. The Census Bureau conducts a number of surveys in addition to the Decennial, so there are pretty much always Census employees in the field. If you get a question about why someone is knocking at their door before 2020, it’s likely either Address Canvassing (our op that checks our maps to make sure they are accurate and up-to-date) or one of the other surveys. There is a website where you can enter someone’s name and see if they are indeed a Census employee. If you’re interested in that, my information will be at the end of the presentation. Reach out and I’m happy to send it to you.



How can Households respond to the Census? 

• Online 
• Phone 
• Mail 
• Personal visit from a Census Bureau Enumerator 

 
• The 2020 Census will be translated in 13 different languages, and have 

language guides in 60 languages 
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Funding Tied to the 2020 Census Count 

• Medical Assistance and Healthcare Programs  
• Supplemental Food and Nutrition Programs 
• Highway Planning and Construction 
• Housing Assistance and Assistance for Needy Families 
• Unemployment Insurance 
• Disaster Recovery Gants 
• Childhood and Adult Education 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Decennial numbers are used to distribute about $675 billion dollars in federal funding per year. We’ve found the best way to convince people to respond is to explain how the numbers affect their daily life.



Group Quarters Enumeration 

People are counted where they reside on April 1st of 2020 
 

• College students who live in dorms 
• Homeless shelters 
• Incarcerated populations 
• Active military 
• Inpatient facilities 
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2020 Census Outreach Overview 

Education Phase: Engage & Educate Local Leaders, Partners & Communities January 2018-September 2019 

Promotion Phase:  Promote Participation  April 2019-January 2020 

Motivation /Action Phase:  Call to Action for Residents to Respond  February 2020-June2020 
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Focused Outreach: Hard to Count Communities 

• Children under the age of 5     
• People between the age of 18 

and 24  
• Racial and ethnic minorities 
• Households living in poverty 
• Renters 
• Lack internet access 
• Language barriers, English as 

second language         
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Response Outreach Area Mapper 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hard to count populations include:People with limited English proficiencyPeople that lack access to high speed internet.Immigrants and refugeesChildren 0-5College age adults 18-24Groups that are suspicious of the government or that aren’t otherwise civicly engagedRenters, Highly mobile people, and people experiencing homelessnessPeople whose homes present access barriers such as gated communities
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children ages 0-5 were the most undercounted population in 2010. More than 1 million children weren’t counted, which is a big deal when you consider that $675 billion in federal funding is distributed every year according to decennial numbers. This graphic is available as a flier and will be provided as a handout. It addresses some common questions we hear regarding counting young children. If the child splits time between two or more homes, they should be counted where they live most of the time. If they spend an equal amount of time at more than one house, count them where they sleep on April 1. Babies should be included on the Census if they were born on April 1 or prior. Self response is easier and more convenient than responding when our nonresponse follow up enumerators come to their doors. 



Community Partnership and Engagement 
Program 
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Community Partnership and Engagement  

300 Partnership Specialists in Texas working within their communities to: 
• Enroll community partners to increase participation in the 2020 Census of those 

who are less likely to respond or are often missed.  
• Educate people about the 2020 Census. 
• Encourage community partners to motivate people to self-respond. 
• Engage grass roots organizations to reach out to hard to count groups and those 

who are not motivated to respond to the national campaign. 
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What you can do as a partner: 
• Form a Complete Count Committee to ensure an accurate count for 

your community 
• Use U.S. Census Bureau tools, information, and messaging in 

creative ways to increase public participation 
• Host a workshop to devise possible solutions to 2020 Census 

challenges in your community and generate commitments to tackle 
them 
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What you can do as a partner: 
• Provide information to stakeholders about the importance and 

benefits of participating in the 2020 Census 
• Encourage people in your community to work for the Census 

Bureau, and share this link with them: 2020census.gov/jobs  
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Census Outreach Efforts 
 

• Hold community dialogues  
• Aggressively hire PSs and field staff who are a part of the 

demographics in HTC populations 
• Utilize data to determine best practices and outreach: ROAM 
• Ensure CCC’s in our Tier 1 cities (pop of 500K) and above 
• Have met with statewide networks who can assist with our efforts 

17 



Local Partnership Strategies 

• Children under 5  

• Complete Count Commissions & 

Complete Count Committees  

• Community, Non-Profit and 

Social Service outreach 

• Faith-Based Outreach  

 

• Immigrant Outreach Programs 

• Veterans 

• LGBTQ Outreach   

• Mobile Response Table  

• Homeless community 
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ROAM Live-Demo  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at ROAM.The Low Response Score or LRS was created to assist outreach efforts to identify areas where we predict low self response for the census.  This data is available at the census tract level.  It is calculated based on variables from the American Community Survey and the 2010 mail back response for that census tract.  Census tracts ideally contain about 4,000 people and 1,600 housing units.



 
HTC variables described in ROAM 

 
• 0-5                     
• Below poverty    
• Foreign born     
• Don’t speak English well  
• 18-24 
• Renters 
• No Internet access 
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Response Outreach Area Mapper (ROAM) 

21 

http://www.census.gov/roam


What can you and your municipality do?  
• Post Census materials on bulletin boards. 
• Remind followers on social media to self-respond. 
• Connect with local Census partnership team and introduce them to 

groups like ESL groups that reach hard-to-count populations. 
• Encourage the public to take advantage of technology at public 

libraries and community centers to respond. 
• Engage public facing departments (parks, libraries, utilities, etc…) in 

finding creative ways to talk about the Census. 
• Invite Census staff to existing events. 
• Any other ideas? 
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Tools From census.gov 

https://www.census.gov/partners/toolkit.pdf 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis.html 



Thank you! 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have 

questions! 
Rozanna.m.Mendoza@2020census.gov or 210-913-

7908 
Maria.i.campos@2020census.gov or 737-932-5914 
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